
the spirillum and fusiform bacillus of Vincent, and the
occasional cases of tetragenus angina. That angina
could be due to the group of organisms which cause

ordinary thrush has hardly been suspected, though any
bacteriologist who has worked with throat cultures can
not have failed to note the relatively frequent occur-
rence of oidia, and the French observers have reported
a few cases in which this group of organisms played the
part of secondary invaders.

In a recent article, Oliver1 has described a new form
of throat infection, presenting characteristic clinical
and bacteriologic findings, due to an infection with an

organism of the oidium group. On the clinical side the
disease presents a variety of pictures as it varies both in
its course and in its severity. In children under twelve
the disease usually assumes an acute form, while in
adults the course is generally chronic, one of Oliver's
cases having lasted for fourteen years. The symptoms
first noted are those generally accompanying an acute

'

infection, coryza, pain about the eyes, and aching of the
back and limbs. These symptoms are accompanied with
evidences of the local infection in the form of dry, par¬
oxysmal cough and difficulty and pain in swallowing.
The first objective signs are an intense hyperemia of
the tonsils, uvula, and pharyngeal wall, followed by
great swelling of the tonsils and uvula; the cervical
glands become enlarged and tender, and a thin, grayish-
white, slime-like membrane appears on the tonsils. The
temperature may remain normal or rise as high as 102
or 103 F. Subsequently a V-shaped membrane forms
on the posterior pharyngeal wall, and this with the
membrane over the tonsils becomes thickened, adherent,
elevated, and of a pearl-gray color. About this time
gray, elevated, hard, adherent patches appear on the
tongue, usually near the center, but occasionally all
over. These are of pinhead size, but gradually increase
until they may reach the size of a silver quarter. The
patches are irregular, elevated, firm, furry to the touch,
and can only be removed with difficulty and pain. The
disease having reached its acme now tends toward heal¬
ing, the membrane disappears, the glands in the neck
go down, and the general condition improves. In most
instances, however, the tonsils and particularly the
tongue are marked by ulcérations. In the tonsils these
are generally situated at the top of the gland in the
sulci, and are deep and punched-out in appearance. On
the tongue the ulcers are irregular and quite deep,
reaching into the submucosa. It is these ulcérations of
the tongue which may remain for months and which
characterize the chronic cases.

The bactériologie examination of these cases shows
the presence in cover-slips of numerous round or ovoid
bodies from 6 to 8 micromillimeters in diameter, with
double contour, and staining lightly except for a single
chromatin granule at the thicker end. Attached to the
oval body at the thicker end is a thread of varying
length, which may or may not be jointed. The organ-

1. California State Journal of Medicine, vol. ii, No. 8.

ism stains by Cram's method and all the basic anilin
dyes. It is grown with difficulty at first, but when once

obtained in pure culture can easily be reinoculated. It
is pathogenic to rabbits, and in these animals the clin¬
ical picture of the disease can be reproduced quite
closely. Of singular interest is the fact that a physi¬
cian who worked at the laboratory bench where Oliver
had autopsied his rabbits contracted the disease. While
this form of throat infection has so far been described
only in San Francisco, there is no reason to believo that
it is limited to that locality, and it seems probable that
like other new diseases as it is more carefully looked
for it will be found to be more widely distributed.

BACKWARD CHILDREN AND EDUCATIONAL TECHNIC.

An interesting experiment in educational methods
which is attracting wide attention, is deserving of the
special consideration of physicians. Very few are now

persuaded that all men are born equal in the sense that
intellectual qualities have been doled out with unfail-
ing regularity. What certain pupils are able to accom-

plish with comparative ease, others of the same age
and of the same social stratum may find very difficult.
For these latter pupils attendance at school becomes a

depressing routine, a constant source of worry and
nervous unrest, and prone to be rendered still more

unpleasant by intellectual tension out of school hours
and the discouragement of the feeling of incapacity.
How much of harm the attempt to cast all the pupils
of each class in one mold has done, only those can real-
ize who have seen delicate children run down every year
under the strain of their school work.

The superintendent of the schools of Batavia, N. Y.,
found this problem of the weaker and slower pupils
being compelled to compete with the physically strong*  
and intellectually more rapid workers crowding on him
for solution. As described in a recent number of the
New York Independent, there came to him an inspira¬
tion. "Let us," said he to the governing board, "put an

end to this killing of children." His method was sim¬
ple and rational enough. He suggested an extra teacher
for every room, whose duty would be not to hear lessons,
but to help those pupils who were failing behind in the
class Needless to say, this sort of help requires special
tact and broad sympathy with children's minds, as well
as a clear idea of the way in which pupils view things
so as to recognize the source of their difficulties. The
experiment was tried first in a single room, but the re¬

sult was so strikingly beneficial, both as regards the pu¬
pils themselves and the feelings of satisfaction on the
part of the teachers, that what has since come to be
called the "Batavian experiment" is now finding its
way into many of the higher schools.

The most interesting feature of this experiment is
that on the health of the children. While there was no

doubt from the very beginning that it would be of serv¬
ice for the general scholarship of the schools, the hv-
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gienic feature was not expected to be quite so prom¬
inent.

One mother, rejoicing over her boy restored to health
and intellectual vigor, after she had seen him depressed
and discouraged during the preceding year, declared the
new experiment to be "a new phase of Christianity." It
is especially satisfying to find that the success of the
experiment has been pleasing to the powers that be in
the school. The president of the school board says:
"The method of meeting our problem is not only a

revelation, it is a revolution."
There are many,., physicians especially, who feel

that too much is demanded of children in school
at the present time. There are many who are

sure that the game is not worth the candle, since
so many of the modern fads in education bear
little relation to the real mental development or to
success in life. It would indeed be a consolation to
find some way out of the anxious problem which physi¬
cians have had to meet in this matter of the education
of more delicate children. The fact that as many as
six times the number of pupils remain to graduate at
the high school in Batavia is apt to prove a better argu¬
ment, however, for educators than any physical improve¬
ment may with the new system. Let us hope that it
will receive the recognition that it apparently deserves.
In any case it must be remembered that a child's health
is much more important for its success in after life than
any amount of education, however apparently success¬
ful our wonderful methods of educational development
may be presumed to be.

THE DEPARTURE OF DR. OSLER.

While long expected, the announcement1 of the in-
tended departure of Dr. William Osler to assume the
regius professorship of medicine in Oxford Univer-
sity, conveys a sense of loss to the entire medical pro-
fession of the Western Hemisphere. The change from
the Johns Hopkins University, where he has been the
shining light for so many years, to the famous old
English university, is a change that does not alter Dr.
Osler's standing among the scientists of the world, be-
cause of the fact that he is almost as well known across

the water as he is on this side. By birth and education
he was a Canadian, and in Canada was the commence-

ment of his fame as a teacher and practitioner. He
came to the United States in 1884 to the University of
Pennsylvania, and in 1889 he went to Johns Hopkins
University, and has since been actively engaged in the
affairs of that institution, for the past few years being
its guiding spirit. His extraordinary capacity for hard
work, his keen insight into affairs, his marked success
as a teacher of medical students, and his wonderful
sympathy as a man among men, have centered about
him a press of varied duties such as few men could
successfully manage and fewer still carry for so long.

1. The Journal, news columns, Aug. 20, 1904.

As a teacher, he has been most emphatic in upholding
the principle that the art of medicine should be based
on the most exact scientific knowledge obtainable. In
following out this principle in his own practice, his
thoroughness has won for him the position which he
holds—one of the foremost men in medicine to-day. In
every one of his varied duties he has been faithful.

While typically representing the highest ideals in
scientific medicine, he found time and inclination to
lend a helping hand in all work that fended to uplift
his profession. He is an enthusiastic worker in
the movement for the organization of the profes¬
sion, and, burdened as he is by his other work, he
does not hesitate to accept the position and perform the
duties as councilor in his state when the new plan of
organization was adopted by the Maryland Society. In
this he has set an example for those who feel that they
are too much occupied with scientific work to meet on

the common level and assist in the movement for the
improvement of the profession. This illustration of
his devotion to the interests of his confrères shows
that his actions were consistent with his high ideals as

to the physician's duty.
As one of the profession of Maryland, his loss will

be especially felt. His influence and example, his active
participation in its- activities, and his generous contri¬
butions to all its enterprises, have promoted immensely
its morale. His leadership has been felt and acknowl¬
edged by all. Few men so well combine the qualities
of leadership, tact, unselfishness, active interest in every¬
thing professional, and ability so conspicuous as to be
recognized by all without jealousy.

For some years Dr. Osier has tried to arrange his
work so as to avoid some of the tremendous pressure
under which he labors. His teaching, his hospital work,
his constantly increasing consulting practice, his par¬
ticipation in other professional affairs of local and na¬

tional importance, have left him little time for his lit¬
erary work. The Oxford position is more of an academic
one, involving less time-taking routine, and will, there¬
fore, leave him free for the literary work which he, is
anxious to accomplish. He undoubtedly hopes to util¬
ize the immense amount of valuable clinical material
which he has accumulated. The ideal life in Oxford
University is just suited to such work. We congratu¬
late both Dr. Osier and Oxford University, especially
the latter.

THE DOCTOR IN POLITICS.

Every one should take an interest in politics, because
it is one's duty as a citizen. But every physician should
be interested much more than the ordinary citizen, for
his relations to the state are more important. The peo-
ple depend on him to suggest measures and methods
for the sanitary and health legislation and for the care
of the physically weak. Evidently this view is held
by a sufficient number of physicians in Texas to influ-
ence one of the parties, and to make it believe that it
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